SUNDAY, Dooeues 25, 1005

MNorTH Coumety TiMES

Santa Anita Park opens for ive horse racing Monday, The winter,'sprng meet runs through April 23,

MAGGIE ESFINOSA
PR THE MORTHUOUNTY [IMES

n a time when “newfangled” is
here, it's nice to break away

gnd spend a day steeped in history.
Santa Anita Race Track is such a
place. This T1-yvear-old icon offers a
respite from the *keep up with the
Joneses” modern world, The uhiqgui-
tous “faux this” and “nouvean that™
don't exist in this simple playground

And they’re off!

for the fun-at-heart.

Opened on Christmas Day in 1934 o an
astounding attendance of 30,777, Santa Ani-
ta rvl;-1.r4.:|;1 (14 ]:||.r a v;i.abh: ::rutll.:l fl:_l-r those
regling from the effects of the Great De-
pression. The beauty of horse racing was
that you didnt need to know diddly 1o have
a time. A bet of a few cents would elic-
it and hollers from hopeful winners,

Anticipation would course through the
bodies of every bettor as the pack of horses
rotinded the last bend of the track. Some
wollld leave victorious, others defeared. But
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Annual
horse-racing
meet to open
at Santa Anita

no matter what the ourcome, men and
women had escaped their woes for a few
bowrs.

The same s1ill holds troue today. Althoagh
we,ve recoverad from the crash of 1929, we
still need to break up the day-to-day monot-
ony that plagues the general populace. The
horse world allows people ke you and me a
chance to massage our alter ego — the side
of us that wants to $wim with the sharks,
hobinob with the unpredictable and maybe
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Annual meét to
open at Santa
Anita on Monday

hit the mother lode. There is
a dark underbelly to hme
racing, but those of us who
are at the track for an after-
noon of harmless gambling
aren't p:duy tn;’:ut We are
engrossed in determining
whether to choose a trifecta

the racehorse is truly a mas-
terpiece r.'lt‘ nature. And we
are esﬁ:h y concerned

one will win,
;lm:u or show,

Santa Anita Race Track
merges tradition with new
millennium amenities. On
the track, a horse-drawn car-
riage escorts judges o their
specific

EQtcs.
A trumpet player decked
l.l]. I:Idhﬂlllﬁ m
]}]azur and top hat blares

his alerting patrons the
El:atmmd:mt

Anita Fark in Arcadia

mmrurmwnnﬂ 23, 2008

¢ Wednesdays through Sundays. Check

. com g{mﬁ}smmaﬁrmm

open at 10230 a.m. Wednesday through

is 1 p.m. Gates open at 10:30 a.m. ﬁutuuu

- post time is 12:30 p.m.

ADMISSION: 35

HOUSE: $5.50

$2.25

Take Interstate 5 north. Merge onfo nterstate

wm&a 210 west via the exit on

Take the H Dirives et 1o

l.-mly:t on West Huntington Drive/Historic
Continwe to follow Historic Route 86. Tum a shight

onto West Huntington Drive. Follow until you reach 285 W.

Huntington Drive.
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throw over your shoulder, the ’[htla;.r the track is still
pmg;u'mﬂmnﬁmtf.y- ﬁdﬁﬁfﬂrl al-
Ing TRCES CAM 5 m VErage peo |
elation to disappointment. li.mw caution to the mﬂlﬁ

Just ﬁ:ypmd& on whether it's
ar not.

Fuém of Santa Anita's most
popular horses of all time
Wil Scabiscuit, A 1940 \\rmd
ming performance catapualte

him mﬂltmnk rsﬁlmﬂnm.
Against all odds, this boxy
:::ii&rdn; ﬂlﬂl Stumpy legs

Ealt went on CROSSWORD ANSWER
tobea hero.
Ome vear later, as a tribute

to the thoroughbred, a life-
sized bronze siatue was
erected in the Paddock Gar-
dens to immortalize the re-
ﬂa.rkahh spirit of this sur-

i

Four decades later, Santa
Anita once agaln recelved
waorldwide accolades when it
was chogen as the gite for the
equestrian events of the 1984
Summer Olympic Games.
Maore than e af-
tended throughout the 14-
et d &1 mprm'ed o
ting an par-
fect for the international

competition.

:md I:r!t a few wﬂﬁﬁ’
aﬁ?am’““m"?‘ﬂ

wummgmﬂaﬂ?fulgwad
enjoyment, head to Santa
Race Track.




