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By Maggie Espinosa

ISLAND RELIEVER

Grah a Tee Time with History on Catalina, the Oldest Golf Course in the West

Catalina Island

A& PLAYER S PACKAGE: A ipx

hhough golf dossn't date back

a5 [ar a8 the caveman period, it's

b part of mamkind for as long &
we've been around. Galls penesis s up for
debate, but the strongest thaory Ealls o the
Scots, who are credited with originating the
madern game. Chima claims their nobles
plaved a more primitive vemsion of the game
as arly as the 10th cenminy, 500 years
hebore &8 Andress was globally estnhliched
ms the fount of golf. America ndopted the

hobby many vears later. Mew Jersey caught
wind of the game i the [ae 1280+, which
sparkes] the wildfine of popalanity in the
Linatex] Starbes,

Honors for the oldest golf course west of
the Missicsinpi belong vo the Caoaling 1skind
Goll Coaree, located 22 mdles ofl the coest
af Lee Angeles The Th-square-mils
Scarthern Californin iglet boasts vear-mand
simshine, B laid-hack nimosphere and & golf
conirse with tight fairays and small greenc



that stacks up os 3 worthy challenge [or
anyiod

Opened In 1892, the Cataling [sland Golf
Course starbed with just three holes. The
Banming Brothers, who owned Camling,
spearheaded the project. Uncer the guidance
of this entreprencurial famaly, the islaned’s
firs2 rowd s, electricity and waker soumnce were
implamented. To put thise endeasors in
perspective, Cataling was using carrier
FEetns 10 randport messages betaeen the
iskamd and the mainkand uniil 1599,
Resources were limited. Perhaps a golf
enthuskast from across the chasmel attached
a ncle 10 his plgeon requesting a larger
course, becanse in 1395 the Bannings
imcrensed the inks 1o seven holes. Cne year
Later, further demand warranted a clubhouss,
amd the course grew 10 nines holes

Whoelel War 1 wook its 1ol on the island
with decreased vigtaon. By 1919, the
Eanming Brothers sold the majority of their
Catalina Island Company shares to tha
chewing pum magnet, William Wrigley [r.
whea immediately launched several new
projects. Wrigey also oemed the Chicago
Cubs baseball team, so they held spring
trairing on the istand, and the Cataliva 1slarcd
Goll Course grew 1o 18 hols, A rew golf
dlubhouse was erected, and in 1928 the first
Caalima Open Golf Towmament sitracted
top-flight professional gollers from anound
the world, Cmalina becarme a sport mecca,

Wrigleys goal of maming his sleepy lirtle
enclivve inld a resort destnation Was ComIng
to frwition, AL any given time, ihe 5.5
Catalina. better known o the Greal White
Steamer. could be seen docked at the end of
Cireen Measure Pier unloading towrists, In
her S0-year career, she carmied more tham 22
million passengers across the San Pedro
Charnel to Cataling I2land, while folls in a
hurry could catch a bap on Catalina
Airline's Grumman G-21 Croose seaplanes,
Residems would watch the twin-engine bird
5 down thraugh the canyon and rowch
clowm in Avakon Bay.

Hotels andl restauramts began puwing 1Np
arcund the 1-square-mile city of Avalon,
Hollywood stars end city dwellers in need of
a vacation were descending wpon the
playgrowmil in the Fazifke Ocean. Clark
Gable, Bing Croshy, Mickey Rooney, lackie
Cooper. and numerous ather celebrities were
fixtures on the goif course. An all-doy play
of the 18-hole course cost 51.

In 1951, a 29%yvear-old Gooegia boy by
the mame of Babby fones decided 1o s1ar an
aanual goll event on the island — thus the
Babby Jones Golf Tournament was bom
Top amateurs vied for a spot in the coveted
competition. When Jones wasn't practicing
Linw, hie was practcing s swing at Cataling
akong with Stan Laurel, Oliver Hardy, Jackie
Cooper and others.

Jones presided over the tournament for
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25 yenrs, with the exception of the gamo's
six=vear hintus darimg World War [

M ATRC RO CVENLE sl.;:-w..-r.l -|‘|1I|:r'|r; comiba,
Srcamers and Grummana that once corred
passengors Lo Cataling were being used tao
irarsport thousands of troop: overscas
Land wos & commodity, ond the Catnlina

F-q;\-lr-.-u,lq;',' was no exception. The course

shrunk back to nine hales, with the
repaining property used lor barracks,
Within a few years, the Cubs mwved thein
spring-training camp 1o Inediona.,

Alier the wne ended in 1945, Catalima
showly pegained s resont slatus, Today, it
again thrives ax wne of Southern Califomia’s
premier vecation destiations. Exprss
fermies, cruise ships and helicopiers have
.-ﬁ::l._u.-:_-p.l the seamers el scaplines. Santa
Caralira Island Company and the Santa
Caralire |sland Conscraney shan:
nesponsibility to entertain the island's monc
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than 1 million ansual vizgitars, and 1o protect
ke iskars from over-developmend and
OYCREE,

The public golf course remains nine
holea, but two sets of tees ened some
imaginntion streech it 1o 18, with a
varintion on haoles 2. 7 amad 9.

Thiz carcires course cxudes fun. The

Pre-WWII, Hollywood stars and city dwellers in need
of a vacation descended on the Pacific playground.

||.'.|1|‘|JB|," and ||:'ni|].{"|'|! g-:'.lr Py, hdark
Phelps, is 0 POA professional who was Bormn
aned raizedd on the island, Locals make up
rowghly 63 percent of all play, and Phelps
knows meost by name.

The longes bole is Mo. 4 a1 328 yvards;
the shortes), Mo O ot 100 :I.ulﬂ.l"a. With 30-
yard-wide Girsays pnd o or thees sand
traps per hole, skill 2 a prerequisige. There
are po wanier holes — odd for a golfl course
ot islanmd, bt H20 is scarce, And dion't
b Museered il you saz b few horses trening
arosa Uhe lairway; there's a sieble beside the

e e T
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M. ¥ iec box, In ihe summer, decr wolk
onlo the course in pursudt of fruit fron the
fig trees sprinkbed among the fofrwaya, A
leud “roze” will suffice to scamper the
critters back indo the brush. Years of
communal living have kept things copacatic
between mon and beast.

The M, 1 1ee box is polsed on o kmall
high abowe the basin, providing a 180-degree
view of the coursc. Below sits Avalen Canvon
Road. Plevers send thair kalls surging seross
the strect, willing them to lard perfectly on
the 325-xard par 4. A combination of 3-pars
ard 4-pars roursd ot the course 1o par 52 for
mine holes. The course record 18 26, sc1 by
local Mike Foyes in 1954; finting for a man
who continged 1o play golf ino his "90s.

Caralina’s quirky sayle promotes an owr
COUTSE i85 your covrse altinede, [t resides on
the fip side of trendy — the side tho will
look the other way if you choose 1o play in
lip=Mops and a safari hat, the side chat has a
Flying Fish as its logo. This funny creatur:



has been adoming Catalive [sland’s goll
pamaphérnalia for 15 years, The fish, which
can be foand (n the water off the islhnd, has
large pecioral fins allowing it 1o taks shor,
gliding flighis through the air — Lhe =ame
traeciary as a golf ball,

In k_n:pu'g with the neighbody manner,
Phelps hosts more than 100 amateur
tournarments anmeally, Flayers from the
mainlend — or "overtown” as the locals say
== pOmverge on the iskand 1o 123t their skills.
Hesadend gnl‘ﬂ:m' imsular mature i ruffled by
the unpredictnble shots of the visabors.
Tournement sirstegy & paramcunt, The
home teaemn bas the advantage, knowing the
cowrse plays heavy out of bounds on the
right side.

Five days a week, isband pegiden:s
Richard, Ed. Steve, Bark (yes, Bark) and
Ddck have a standing fz¢ time. They ane
decrmed “the 12:50 girls.” These “ladies™
hold numerous course reconds. Rickard hes
the most holes-in=cne (230, and Dick 15 the
only player te win even club champicaships
in a row. Afier two hours on the links, they
compare scoes at the proverbial 19th hole,
a small tavem beside the k&5t green,
appropristely named The Sandtmap, where
“brewskis” and ice tea flow. These dichards
are only & few of the 200 members in the

Envmnza o Avaléa: Tha Hetw! Paredns i i plisi 1o
#07 # you wist el msargion in the Canalng vy of loe
= grd b G088 Ol Jun il S muinised is Togged in

Catalina Island Mens Club, The women's
club haz a small presence, only 20 surong.

Th:;g:ﬂr' course shares land with the
Catalina Country Chul, which 15 apen 10 the
public; no membership required. Thees
differeny calibers of dining are offcred. The
Fub, which gis where the old Chicago Cubs
lacker roam arece stood, offiers a casual
stmosphens, Goll photes share the space
with basehall memomabadlia nnd the Boabby
foics trophy fones' tourmament i s1ill near
and dear o the bocala” bearts, S0 vears aller
the last club was swung. The Fountain
Termce, directly outsicle of the bar, offers
delickous meme choices nl fresco.

Gt & bigger budget? Step up to the
miiseusn-like [Haing Hoom. Floor-to-ceiling
windows Swath the mside with dramanic
Eghting, better 10 accentuale fhe collechon
of criginal Catalina Plém-Air priniings
covering the walls. Cotbedral ceilings ame
purstuated with weoughi-inon chandelicrs,
Thas lour-star restaurant b= open lor lunch
and dimner. A firit-class meal, lantasic
botibe of wine and decadent diessert 5 he
perfect end 10 a day on the coarss,

There's speculation tha: within five
vears, i Cataliva Liland Goll Course will
ance again be 18 holes. In fac, Jack
Micklnues has walked and designed the future
byout, Maoney is holding up the project. Mo
metier the ouscome, there’s little doubs this
lintle eourse will mantain its old Southem
California charm and charscter. PG
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