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By Maggié Ecpinosa
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T'S THE TIME of year when young and old give rein to their inner and outer
child and head to theme parks.

The following is a peck into what's new fun, plus a look at some of the
old fun at California parks.

SeaWorld San Diego

Most visitors' lists indude Shamuthe  Fordinand, Ruby and Alhe, sre giving the
killer whale. For &3 years, the ominously  big guy a run for his money, Guests will-
large orca has leaped and splashed his  ing bn"ﬁy $160 per person can get up B SaaViord, 500 SesWord Drive, San
way to fame, rsonal with the whales and  Diego; B00-25-SHAMU (257-4268), 619-226-
And this leading man's legend con- 1ty out .:-'.:e.a.w:rrld 5 new Wild Arciic In-  3200; wwwsesworidsanciego.oom

Ettle fish treat. Twenty to 30 minutes is
g}p&ﬂ feadmg and even training
Iﬂﬂfful

tinwes with the March 31 opening of
*Shamu Hocks® im which the

cetacean’s repenoire includes dance

teraction. A group Hemited to sight gots to
feed a Pacific walmis; visit gigantic polar
bears; and then don wet suits to slide into

B Admbaion: $50 ages 10 and oldar, $46
agns 33, Eae 2 aed younges
B Parking: $10 cars, $15 AVs and

moves performed to high-energy  the 650, 000 gallon, 55-degree crystalline  campers

rock 'n’ roll music along with bun-  pool with three belugas, including J8-year B Wi Arciic Intesaction: 5160 plus
dreds of colorful lghts and mas-  old Ferd, as he is lovingly called by the  park admissicn. Ircludes wet suits,

aive LED sereons that flash im-  k Hig twao female buddies are both  beotes. lockers, changing tecilifas,

ages of different culiures in their 20 showen and 8 S0-minule behind-
around the world. The puppylike whales take their cues  he-scoos adventure. Resena-
But Shamu isnt the only  from the trainer’s barely audible whis- #0ns requied.
hipster in the park, the. They glide toward guests with child- ——
‘Three beluga whales, like enthusipam. Their roward: a slimy Soo PARKS, Page 3

FHOTDS COURTESY OF THE THIME
f FUN AT CALIFORMIA THEME PARKS: Clockwisa from top left is the new Finding Memo Submarnine Voyage at Disneyland; Six Flags Magic Mountain'a Tatau roller coaster; Universal Studias
mwood's newly updated CityWalk; SoaWoeld San Diego's boluga whale interacting with visitor Mikayla Ressler; Six Flage Discovory Kingdom's Seafar advoniures; and Legoland's now minl Las Vegas
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Disneyland

Hail 1o the chial, Disney i the
master of reinvention.

Thiz year the venerable sub-
marine foe & being converted 1o
the Finding Nemo Submarine
Voyage, to surface in Tomor-
rowland on June 11. The origi-
| nal submarines were enhanced
{to transport guests into an un-
(derwater, tec nmﬂumrid;{wurulfd

| Eavesdrap on Dory, in

\Crush’s shenanigans as they
iswim alongside vour sub, An
mﬁ]&g voleano, scuba divers
imgull.?- are all

this E-ticket ride
'l'hr: pork is also running o
p-nmntlm called *The Year of a
Dreams.” Every day
ﬂmugh December 31, at Dis-
meyland and Califernia Adven-
|fure, the: stecalled Direaumn Squaiid
mdm!ﬁ awards gifts both big
and A tap on the shoulder

{eould result in exclusive pins, 2 3,

muppﬂngqmeal [Msney stores,
Fastpass badges, a dining expe-
nam:;u- at Walt Disney's :E;
iment. Armong the bi
'm“lrmwimm m%"lh tﬂmllﬁ
to tour Lispe ar
irm‘lfw:.'ildu. Eightesn .;ﬂl;m
their families will win Disney
This year the park issues a
new interactive invitation to
young puests who wish to visit
the ncess Fantasy Faire to
make their own crowns and dec-
arate a castle cupeake. Or they
can join the Jedi Masters, where
ung Padawans learn to handle

sabers, I:'EF!.'I"I'IEIU-IEI!:H‘H
d.ru'_ftdbar?h?

Disneytand

W Disnevland, 1313 & Haroor Bivd.,
Arsshisnm T14-Ta1 4565 fof ndordad
[ informadion, 714-781-7250 kr guest e
- latians: waan disneyiand com

© W Adrnission, Singk-Day Thoma Park
* fone park); 5653 10 and cider, 353 ages
348

W Admission, Ore Dy Hoppor Pass
ibath parke): S83 ages 10 2nd older,
573 eges 38

W Parking: 211 cars, 513 Bv's and
CETIET

B Tha Daney Cruias Ling: The ship
 Magit rums 8 the West Coast in May
2008 for 12 oneweek saikngs o the
- Mexican Riviera, Departng fom Los
| Angaies, the ship will wish Cabo San
}Ihﬂt Puads Valiars and Macation,

! Knott's Berry I Berry Farm

o Dose-dive, dip. turn and spin
on Knott's Berry Farm's new roller
CoAster — Sierra Sidewinder.
thiz ride will consist of two
trains, uan:h with four cars that

14ll feet
af trach.

Twm.memmrmnrm
in America, will be added (o

TRAVEL

COASTERSAURUS, locatad in Legoland's Dine Land, appeals lo young childran.

Enott's Berry Farm's already ex-

treme coasters — Montezooma's

Revenge, Boomerang, Perilous

Plunge, Suprame Scream and
celerator

& an
inal Butterfield , &nd
take & ride back in tinye. Or travel
the rails on Knott's stearm train,
the Calico Railroad. Or stop by the
marketplace for Mrs. Enott's
chicken dinner, a staple at the
park sinee 1534, Condelia Knott"s
rocipe has fod more than 20 mil-

lion puests.

at
ot and his Peanuis pals offer 30
attractions for the young. They
can soar in the Red Baron air-
plane or test thedr driving skills at
Charlie Brgwm S .
Snoopy’s favorite bird joins the
fun at Woodstock’s  Airmail
COASTRE.

If a little douse of HoO is re-
guired on a hot day; hoof it o
KEnoit's Soak City, park nexi
door. Six water slides, a wave
pool, a lozy river and children's
lagosnn await.

Knott's Borry Farm

B Fneit’'s Besry Fanm, 8738 Beach
Bud., Bugna Parc Ti4-230-5200;
wiww.knots.com

W Admitsion; 54385 genaml, $1885
agaes +11

W Admission, Knott's Soak City
(opens for the season My D)
£27.93 adulls, 516,95 ages 3-11

B Admission, Dot paks, one Xy
$61.80 adults, $35.00 agoa 3-11

B Parkinge £10 cars, $15 fs end
CAMpErs

I_Egﬂlﬂ-l;d

Eight summers ago, Legoland
Califormia opened its gates in the
soazide community of Carlsbad.
Its founders pionesred the notion
of a theme park specifically for
children ages 2 to 12 znd their
Fareili

Emﬁmm—am

sical look at a mini Las Vegas fash-
ioned out of Legos was tely a
desigoed 10 amuse sdulls, The
i last month af-
ter three vears in the making. The
is anchored on ong end
the which stands
feet tall. An axploding volcano
fronts the Mirage and fire-
hexata squirt water b Mew York,
MNew York
Although it's been alrmost
& year, Pirate Shores has been a
hit Warer- kids. Kid-
dies » aplash and ride pirate
ships equipped with water ean-
nons. Don't worry about skinned
knees —'a spedal “no fault rub-
ber® covers the ground to avold
l-m-l.mum Be sure 1o bring swim-
-1
tods love Coastersaurus,
in Dino Land. The juné
roller coaster twists and tums at
speeds of 20 mph.
Yentrilogquist Hevin Johnson
puts on & funny show at Playtown
Theater Johnson's bindie sidekdcks,
Matilda and Chyde, prefer to be
callad Manmequin Americans, not
durmmies, The trio hive made It o
Dirvid Letterman show fame,
The heart of Legnland is Cali-
fornia Miniland LISA, of which the
new mini Las Vegas is a part.
[Ciminutive American landmaries

ndaﬂ:&uﬂq:dmlhwmuﬁm
DU s Mardi Gras parsde in

%%mwﬂ
tion , ATONE
dr&dsﬁf:ﬂ:lus.m

Legoland

B Lagoiand, Ona Legoland Deiva,
wwiw.isgoland.com

W Admission: §57 generdl, $44 ages
3-12Z free ages 2 End younger

W Parking: $10 cars, 511 Fva and
CATOers

Great America
Have a *"Day mate™ af Great
America’s Australian-inspired’
Great Barrier Reef wave poal.
The new 355, 00-gallon memy-

A

'uEIl ¢ opens May 26
1088 su.vimmm atop
am:ll: The Greal Barricr Reefl
has 21,882 square feot of water

surface.
This wave pool joins existing
heated ong, water slides, a

multilevel weter fortress and a
“sprayground® in the park's 13-
acre Boomerang Beach Club.

Fun performers include
comedic magician Ed Alonzo,
wha calls himself the Misfi of

Alonze s best-known for
his role as Max on TV's *Seved
by the Ball”

Another Grest America first
is *Twistin’ to the "60's," a hip
rock ‘n’ roll dance party. Fara-
mrount Theater will be topsy-
turvy with tunes from the past.

Bring dancing shoes and shake
WOUr Frooy .
Great America

B Great Amanica, 4701 Graal Amer-
Ica Parkway, Santa Clara; 409-903-
1TTE; wyew, pgathiills. com
HMMEWHW
381 &nd 48 inchis or ialler), 525985
agea B2 and older and 48 inches or
shortar

B Parking: $10 cars, AV and
CEMpRrs

Universal Studios
Hollywood

Lights, camers, action! The en-
tertainment capital of Los
les has refaunched ClovWwalk, an
open-air leisure and nightlife conr
ploc. It includes California's lasgmest

APRIL 8, 2007 .

IMAX 3D theater, an eight-story
stracture with 2 ﬁ!m—b:.r-ﬂl-:‘mt
screan and LI
CityWalk's 15-screen movie
th-umt' has added spacious 26-
inch mocher seats, cushioned arme-
rests and floor-to-ceiling screens.
MASCAR fans can live out
their dreams al the Sillicon Motor
Speedway virtual race trock.
Roclea wannahes ean fest their
skills on a mechanical bull. And
for the: tamer coowd, thene's bowl-
ing under neon Hghis,
Linversal's mumae-based theme

ark i= in the of revamp-
Eu the wgmlﬁwenflhn
Mummy ride; no details revealed.

The mews 15 oul, however,

B about the fal debut Of SkyVen.

fure Hol . An indoor sky-

diving wind tunrel will p

Euaummﬂ' 40 feet in a:lhﬁr?é]-.r m
eep them suspend

mpll: ind thrsts

B Ademizsion: 581 general, 351 chi-
direry shartar than £8 inchas, frea
ages 3 and younger, $104 Fron of
Line Pess ages 3 and older

m Parking: $12

Six Flags Discovery
Kingdom

What's new at Six Flags? For
starters, the name. Formerly Ma-
rine World, the park officially be-
came 5ix Flags Discovery King-
dom on Jan. 17. The new
maoniker more a repre-
sents the park’s range of attrac-
tiong, which have besn renamaed
into aress of “Land,” "Sky” and
H&B.I

Memorial Day marks the
opening of a Thomas the Tank
Engine abtraction. Thomas Town
includes the cheeloy little train,
alomg with Harald the Helicopber,
Bertie the Bus and Sir Topham
Hatt, which children ride to &x-
plore thee mythical skand of Sodor,

“Land" visitors can also go on
a safari as they fead giraffes, or
catch a glimpse of lions and jun-
gle cats,

In the "Sea” area, a new killer
whatle show opened March 24.
The shiw stars Shouka the killer
whale and zany dolphin per-
formers. Walruses, sharks,

Ange- stingrays and penguins also live

In this area.
The “Sky" area of the park
houses roller coasters, including

CEVWE =

Vertical Velociny and Medusa. The
w more L'l'l:'fl.iﬁ rides,

& interested in I'I:l.aeﬂngﬂ
variely of animals can purchase
4 Seafari Pass, new as of March
24, The pass enables visitors 1o
feed delphins, sea lions, lorkeets
and giraffes, a5 wall ag Fide Tava
the elephant

Six Flags

Discovery Kingdom

B Six Flags Discovery Kingdom, 1001
Fairgrounds Dive, Valejo, T07-643.
Ered, wwabdngaoom

B Adrression: $40.99 for 48 inches;
24 58l b sharar than 48 inchag,
fresa younger than age 2

B Parking: §15 cars, Rvs and
CAMpErs

W Seatari Pass: $12.99

Six Flags Magic
Mountain

Thrill junkies — prepang your-
selves for Magic Mountain's
adrenaline-fueled

newly opened

rocket coaster — Tatsu, Tatsu has

been open 11 months but is still

the most talked-about atiraction

in the as the king of coasi-
& claim belng that it's the

warld's fastest, longest,

and tallest stomach-churning

beast. It travels 62 moh for 3%

minutes, Hasting through a 124-

The park is known for its
coasters, with Colossus as the
talkest and fastest wooden roller
eoaster in the West, Viper strikes
it8 victims as it twists along the
largest leoping irack in the
world. But the parks piece-do-re-
sistance only neads one letter: X
It is the world’s only four-di-
mensional raller coaster,

Magic Mountain does have ks
softer side. Guests can hang with
thedr favorite Looney Tunes shar-
acters. Each morning, one fam-
ity is p|lﬂﬂd to participate in the

park opening, which features
confelt and a celebratory dance
with B and hiz friends.
Tweety, . Taz and the rest
uf the ﬁng pend the remainder

patm'lng visitors with

Ih'l-'llgl Magic Mountain

Magic Mountain Parkway, Valanca;
B51-255-4111; www.sbilags.com

W Acmission: 55099 goneral, $29.09
yuanger than 4, free ages 2 and
yaungar

B Porking: 515 cars, $20 Wvs and
CAMIPArS



